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MOTTO 
 
Verily! Allah will not change the good condition of a people as long as 
they do not change their state of goodness themselves (by committing 
sins and by being ungrateful and disobedient to Allah). but when Allah 
wills a people's Punishment, there can be no turning back of it, and they 
will find besides Him no protector. 
(QS Ar Ra’d: 11) 
 
Then which of the Blessings of Your Lord will You both (jinn and men) 
deny? 
(QS Ar Rahmaan : 13) 
 
When you change your journey because you love Allâh you will get Allâh and His 
creatures will approach to you. 
(Taufiq Arif Prabowo) 
 
Successes are planned, and do it vigorously. When you plan your success but you do 
it lazily, it means you were planning your own failure.  
(Hari Bowo) 
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SUMMARY 
NURSUCI APRILIANTO, A 320 070 268, DOMINANT IDEOLOGY IN 
THE 2008 U.S. PRESIDENTIAL DEBATES: A CRITICAL DISCOURSE 
ANALYSIS, RESEARCH PAPER, MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OF 
SURAKARTA, 2011  
 
This study is about the dominant ideology in the 2008 presidential debates, 
especially in the Barack Hussein Obama arguments. This objective of the study is 
to analyze the structural elements of the 2008 U.S. presidential debates and 
identify the dominant ideology, which is reflected in the 2008 U.S. presidential 
debate especially in the Barack Hussein Obama’s arguments based on critical 
discourse analysis theory.   
Teun A van Dijk Theory was used to answer the problem of the study. The study 
is descriptive qualitative research whose the data are taken from the transcripts of 
2008 U.S. presidential debates which was issued by Commission on Presidential 
Debates. The data collecting technique is library research, while the data 
analyzing technique is descriptive.  
The result of the study shows the following conclusion. First, based on structural 
analysis the writer delivered the reflection of ideology in the debates. Second 
based on the critical discourse analysis theory, the dominant ideology of Barack 
Hussein Obama is democracy. Third, the social condition of American society in 
2008 and the background of Democratic Party influence the dominant ideology of 
Barack Hussein Obama. 
 
Keywords: dominant ideology, democracy, U.S. presidential debate, Barack 
Obama, critical discourse analysis 
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